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Abstract 
Taking the articles published during 2000 to 2009 in Anthropology and Education Quarterly as object to analyze these articles
research themes and objects. We found that in terms of research themes, Anthropology and Education Quarterly attaches 
important to the Monolingual \ bilingual education, issues of identification, social exclusion and cultural conflict as well as 
conflict between modernity and tradition. As for research object, Anthropology and Education Quarterly pays great attention to 
the cultural differentce and the mainstream culture research. It also pays attention to the educational status of the other countries, 
highlights the international perspective of Educational Anthropology. Therefore China's Educational Anthropology should 
expand research field, pay attention to the domestic mainstream culture research, expand study area, make the educational 
ethnography overseas, meanwhile should strengthen the self-construction of Educational Anthropology, and deepen the basic 
theoretic study. 
12 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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Introduction 
In order to survey the development and trend of Educational Anthropology in U.S.A , we have analyzed articles 
in Anthropology and Education Quarterly1(abbreviated to AEQ) from 2000 to 2009, which was published by the 
American Anthropological Association on behalf of the Anthropology and Education Council.At the same time, we 
have intentionally excluded the Introduction to the Special Issue, Book Reviews, Editor's Introduction, 
Acknowledgment of Reviewers, Book Reviews on the Web, CAE Presidential Address and Reflections on\from the 
Field in AEQ, so that there were 182 articles be published in AEQ from 2000 to 2009. In this paper, we classified 
and analyzed the research themes of AEQ from 2000 to 2009. And in second part,we analyzed research objects of 
AEQ within 10 years and then pointed out that it has two characteristics. At last, we pointed out some inspiration for 
the development of Educational Anthropology in P.R. China. 
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RESEARCH THEMES OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS IN AEQ 
 
The theme of an article is the core of the article, it reflects the author's research interest. Owing to Cultural 
Anthropology that is represented by Anglo-American School, focuses on cultural analysis and conduct cross-cultural 
fieldwork, so in United States, Educational Anthropology also adhered this tradition.From the beginning it discusses 
issues of race in education, emphasizes the cultural analysis. Therefore we have divided these 1712 
into 26 types. After careful analysis, these articles were classified as below. 
 
 Table 1. Research themes over past 10 years in AEQ 
 
themes                    year 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 sub- 
total 
educational equity 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 5 
educational management 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 3 
educational  policy 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 2 7 
educational  reform 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 3 
special  education 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 
citizenship  education 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 3 
urban education 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 3 
family-based education 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 2 0 1 7 
community education 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 6 
literacy education 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 4 
school violence 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 3 
scholastic achievement 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 
educational roles 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 5 
cultural alienation 0 1 3 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 6 
social  exclusion 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 6 
modernity and tradition 0 1 0 1 2 2 1 0 0 2 9 
 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 
mono\bilingual education 3 0 2 4 2 3 1 3 0 2 20 
identity  problems 1 3 0 3 3 1 3 0 1 6 21 
racisms 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 5 
 3 0 0 2 0 0 2 1 0 0 8 
teaching model 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 2 8 
educational evaluation 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 5 
curriculum 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 
educational  research 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 0 6 
research  method 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 4 0 7 
theory  discussion 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 7 
summation 12 13 12 17 18 18 20 19 18 20 171 
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After statistical analysis,we found that themes in AEQ within ten years has four characteristics as below. 
Paying Attention to Monolingual or Bilingual Education 
There are 20 articles in AEQ within 10 
aching. These themes focus on how to make 
these minorities not only acquire mainstream culture but also maintain their own tradition through language teaching 
 
Focusing on Identity Problems 
Almost every year, there is a article about identity problem be published in AEQ,mainly related to cultural 
sense of their groups 
identity, as well as the role and gender identity issues of youth and so on. 
Social Exclusion and Cultural Alienation are the Fourth 
In AEQ ,themes about social exclusion are something like education for children of low-income families, how 
non- aborigines be marginalized by mainstream cultural groups 
,and gender discrimination in schools, etc. As for the issues of cultural alienation mainly manifests as the generation 
gap between parents and their children, students resistance to a variety of management systems in schools etc. 
Relationship between Modernity and Tradition is another Theme in which Educational Anthropologists are 
Interested 
Through series of studies some educational anthropologists pointed out that the introduction of modern school 
education in non-western societies, especially in minority areas has aroused a series of problems such as seriously 
impact on the traditional religious cultural order,weaken or break the socialization of tradition,break the connection 
between cultural inheriting and modernity education.So the articles that discuss relationship between modernity 
school education and education for the maintain-ance of their tradition, the conflict between globalization and 
localization also occupied a certain share. In addition, educational anthropologists also paid attention to issues on 
local cognitive theory , indigenous knowledge and women challenge the traditional image of themselves through 
education etc.  
OBJECTS OF RESEARCH OVER PAST TEN YEARS IN AEQ 
The research object of Educational Anthropology in U.S.A is is very extensive, not only on the domestic  
majority group and ethnic minorities studies, but also on the study of oversea nations. In order to have a clear 
understanding of research object of Educational Anthropology ,we had a classification of 182 articles in AEQ within 
ten years. They were classified as follows in the table below. 
 
Table2. Research objects within 10 years in AEQ 
 
object  
 
 
Year  
within the U.S.A overseas multinational 
ethnic groups 
 
others immigrant 
children 
 
Indians 
ethnic 
minority3 
multiethnic 
minorities 
majority 
group 
ethnic 
minorities 
2000 5 0 0 6 2 2 0 3 
2001 1 0 0 8 3 3 1 0 
2002 1 2 0 11 0 3 1 6 
2003 6 0 0 4 1 4 2 1 
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2004 5 1 0 4 4 1 1 0 
2005 3 4 2 4 0 3 0 0 
2006 3 1 3 5 4 1 0 2 
2007 4 2 1 7 1 1 0 1 
2008 6 0 0 4 3 3 0 2 
2009 10 3 0 2 1 4 0 0 
subtotal 44 13 6 55 19 25 5 15 
Through statistical analysis we found that research object of AEQ within 10 years of has the following two 
characteristics. 
Focusing on the Study of Domestic Multiethnic Minorities 
There are 118 articles that involved research objects within U.S.A. Among these there are 63 articles which 
focused on the children of immigrants, Indians and ethnic minorities3. It shows that Educational Anthropology in 
U.S.A still take the ethnic minority as the main research object,but at the same time, domestic multi-ethnic 
comparison (including whites, Indians, immigrants, etc.) study also accounted for a large proportion(55articles). 
Highlighting the characteristics of cross-cultural study of Educational Anthropology.It also reflects Educational 
Anthropology research is not limited to non-mainstream cultural groups. Among articles that refer to oversea 
study,the number of articles which study on majority group and ethnic minorities are quite close. 
Focusing on the Study of Overseas Education 
Excluding research objects that relate to others, there are 167 articles. Among these articles, there are 49 articles 
refers to overseas majority group, ethnic minorities and to multinational ethnic groups, almost close to 30% (49
167 100%).Highlighting international perspective of Education Anthropology. 
INSPIRATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN P.R.CHINA 
Educational Anthropology as a discipline field in mainland China, originated in the study of minority education 
the early 1980s.And with the development of 30 years, the research has been changing from introducing the theory 
of Educational Anthropology in Western countries simply to trying to integrate the theory of Western Educational 
Anthropology nd trying to construct theoretical system of Chinese 
Educational Anthropology. In other words Educational Anthropology is moving towards the direction of 
localization in mainland China, but Educational Anthropology is exotic, which started late in China, and this subject 
developed only about 100 years, so the development of Educational Anthropology still exists many 
problems.Through analysis of the AEQ to have a overview of development of Educational Anthropology in 
America.And then it could enlighten the development of Chinese Educational Anthropology. Based on the statistics 
and analysis the inspiration could be listed as follows. 
To Expand the Research Field and Emphasize on the Study of Mainstream Culture 
Lacking of localization of construction, the research in Educational Anthropology in China is only the translation 
of Western theories in 1980s.Nowadays, Educational Anthropology is still "vulnerable subjects" in mainland China. 
The current Educational Anthropology in China is deeply affected by the United States and United Kingdom 
educational anthropologists. And they focused on the problems of education from the perspective of cultural 
differences. Although the Anthropology of Education should have a general definition of the discipline and 
academic topics, the development process should not be the same in the specific countries. In contrast, it should be 
adapted to local conditions.  
It can be seen that the themes of articles in AEQ could be divided into 26 types according to the statistics. And 
the research fields are related to three parts educational system, thought and practice. But in China, the research 
theme of Educational Anthropology is limited to ethnic studies, namely the study of Single\Bilingual Education, 
ethnic culture which impacts on modern education and so on. However, Educational Anthropology research is rarely 
3710   Li Xinjian and Tan Qinyi /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  46 ( 2012 )  3706 – 3711 
involved in the country's total population. For instance, Han nationality which is the vast majority of Chinese is 
rarely mention
ethnic group.Actually, the distribution pattern of Chinese nationality 
live in individual concentrated commun
not be limited to studies of a single ethnic group in China. And the study of China's minority ethnic groups should 
not be confined to a single study. It should be extended to the study of mainstream culture instead, focusing on 
intercultural perspective to expand the multi-ethnic comprehensive research. 
To Extend Research Areas and Go Overseas to Study in Educational Ethnography  
Chinese Educational Anthropology has been focused on ethnic minorities for a long time. It starts to pay attention 
to the mainstream culture which has impacted on the students of Han-nationality in recent years, but only focus on 
the domestic education research, which is not enough. Based on the statistical analysis of AEQ in research object, 
Table 2 showed that Educational Anthropology study cover a wide range in the United States, both for internal 
migrants, Indians and mixed multi-ethnic education research, but also the mainstream research of foreign groups and 
minority education, as well as many multinational comparative study of population education. Removing 15 articles 
which are unknown country, the latter two parts of the study accounted for the total number of articles about 30%. 
Therefore, the development of Educational Anthropology in China should be directed to research interest in foreign 
education in the future, and go overseas to study in educational ethnography, rather than remain in the 
anthropological theory of foreign education and related work on the translation and introduction. 
To Strengthen the Discipline Construction and Deepen the Basic Theoretical Study 
Both Educational Anthropology and Pedagogy are exotic from western countries in China. In this case, 
Educational Anthropology began to develop only for 30 years in China, but there are several institutions and 
universities have begun to enroll graduate students whose major would be Educational Anthropology. However, 
Educational Anthropology is still subordinate to Pedagogy in China. To become an independent discipline, 
Educational Anthropology in China still got a long way to go. Educational Anthropology is such a subject that 
applies anthropological theory and methods to study the educational problems. Thus we should focus on how to 
apply anthropological theory to Educational Anthropology, on how to explore the unique characteristic of 
Educational Anthropology disciplines. Although in Chinese mainland and Taiwan there are a number of Educational 
Anthropology works been published, but many remain in the theoretical introduction, the construction of this 
subject, the construction of the disciplinary system has not been completed. In short, Educational Anthropology 
disciplines in China need to be strengthened in self-construction.  
Note 
1. Anthropology & Education Quarterly is a peer-reviewed journal that publishes scholarship on schooling in 
social and cultural context and on human learning both inside and outside of schools. Articles rely primarily on 
ethnographic research to address immediate problems of practice as well as broad theoretical questions. AEQ also 
publishes on the teaching of anthropology.  
2. Eleven articles in Vol33,(3) are about reflection on 9.11 terror attact,so we excluded here.thus the total number 
of articles are 171. 
3. Ethnic minority here mainly refers to the native Hawaiian, Alaska and Amish people . 
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